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An education for heart, hands, and head        

   
Calendar 

 

 

Thu-Fri Apr 6-7  3rd Grade Play – 9:15 a.m. – 3rd grade 

classroom 

 

Fri Apr 7  2nd Grade Parent Meeting – 7:00 p.m. –  

8:30 p.m. – in the 2nd grade classroom 

 

Mon-Mon Apr 10-17  Spring Break – Happy Easter! 

 

Tue Apr 18  School Resumes 

 

Mon-Tue Apr 24-25  5th Grade Play – 1:00 p.m. on 

Monday; 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday 

 

Wed-Fri Apr 26-28  1st Grade Play – 9:00 a.m. 

 

Fri Apr 28  The Beeswax Conspiracy – A one-person 

comedy show with Ronald Koetzsch – 7:30 p.m. – at 

The Ark – see inside for details 

 

Sat Apr 29  All-School Work Day – 9:00 a.m. – 

2:00 p.m. – see inside for details 

 

Sat Apr 29  Play and Puppet Morning 

 

Sat Apr 29  Clothing Swap – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – 

in the school gym – see inside for details 

 

Fri & Sat May 5&6  8th Grade Play 

 

Sat May 6  Kindergarten Morning – 9:00 a.m. –  

12:00 p.m. 

Friday Assembly 
Assembly begins at 8:20 AM 

 

Apr 7 —Open Assembly 

Apr 14 —Spring Break – No School  

Apr 21 —No Assembly – Community  

  Conversation  

April 28 —Odd Grades Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 
Hot Lunch Kitchen Help and Servers Needed 
The year is winding down, but there are still lunches to 

be made and served to our dear children and their 

teachers.  Please don’t be shy about serving up the 

delicious hot lunch offerings made from scratch in our 

very own kitchen!  

Call Therese Laurdan today to schedule your sweet 

spot at 606-6330. 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 

Administrative Chair 

 
Spring Break Wishes 
Whether you remain in the area or head out of town 

for break, I wish you all a wonderful spring breather. 

When we return it will be a mere six weeks before we 

celebrate the graduation of our current Eighth Grade. 

Between now and then there is still so much yet to 

unfold: a few more class plays, School Dance, May 

Day Celebration, Garden Field Days, and 5th Grade 

Pentathlon with Greek Feast, as well as a number of 

class trips and adventures.   

Please remember to keep an eye on the spring 

weather and send your children prepared to make the 

most of the rapid changes in the weather.  Rain gear 

and extra changes of clothing help children fully enjoy 

their outdoor adventures.   

Enjoy your week off! 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara,  

Administrative Chair 

 
Celebration of the Arts Cards for Sale 
Stop by the office to select from a variety of note cards 

printed with the chalkboard art of our talented 

teachers!  Cards are only $2 each.  Pay at the front 

desk.   

- Nan Marshall, Office Manager 
 

Reminder for ACH Hot Lunch Families! 
For those of you who have had your hot lunch 

payments withdrawn automatically, don’t forget that 

you now must fill out a May hot lunch form (attached) 

and turn it in with a check before the beginning of the 

month.  Credits will be posted across from the office.  

Please stop in and ask if you have any questions. 

- Nan Marshall, Office Manager 

What’s Cooking! 
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PRWS Family Dance 
Join us on April 23rd from 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
in the Old Main Building at 321 E. Decker for a 
PRWS Family Dance. Come and learn Irish and 

Appalachian circle and line dancing. No 
experience necessary; lessons will be provided. 

This is a family event for all ages - please have 
children accompanied by an adult. Live music 
will be provided by local musicians. Free will 

donation at the door. 
- Jordan Brudos, Enrollment and 

Outreach Coordinator 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  Not to be missed!!! 

Friday, April 28th, 7:30 p.m. at the ARK 
The Beeswax Conspiracy 
A Loving, Irreverent, and Hilarious Look at the 

Waldorf Subculture 
A One-Person Comedy Show with Ronald 

Koetzsch  

The show includes segments on: 
• The Steiner Lifestyle Points Survey 

• How to Know Your Temperament and 
Change Your Spouse’s 

• How to Survive the Class Teacher Home 

Visit 
• Retirement Strategies for Waldorf 

Teachers 

• The Waldorf-Speak Phrase Dictionary  
• And more  . . .  

Ronald Koetzsch is a professional stand-up 
comedian and monologuist specializing in 
humor about Waldorf Education, 

Anthroposophy, and related matters.  In the 
past 20 years, Ronald has given over 500 

performances at Waldorf schools and 
conferences and at anthroposophical 
institutions and events in North America and 

other parts of the world.  In August 2010, he 
performed in the Great Hall of the 

Goetheanum in Dornach, Switzerland, during 
the International English Conference.   
More details about the event will come soon. 

- Monika Sutherland and Margret Lenarz, 
Event Organizers 

All-School Work Day 
Please join us on Saturday, April 29th, anytime 
between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. for a bit of 

social time and light yard work as we get our 
playground all spruced up for the season. We 

will be raking leaves, spreading wood chips, 
and tackling an assortment of other outdoor 
tasks.  This is a great opportunity to donate 

your time in a simple yet tangible way while 
catching up with other parents. Don't forget to 

bring your kids - they will love this opportunity 
to help and play alongside their families and 
friends! As usual, the Facilities Committee will 

provide coordination and a fabulous 
homemade lunch (served at 11:30 a.m.). 

- If you are able, please bring with you 
the following LABELED tools: 

o A wheel barrow for moving the 

wood chips 
o  Spade and scoop shovels 

o  Spring rakes 
o Garden clippers 

Hoping to see you there! 

- Sofya Hundt, Facilities Committee 
 

Swap ~ Don't Shop!  PRWS Clothing Swap 
Saturday, April 29, 2017 – 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Hooray for Spring!  Time to clean out closets 

and drawers, just in time for the annual PRWS 
Spring Clothing Swap! 

How it works:  Donate clothing and outerwear 
your family no longer needs.  Score some new-
to-you items that you do.  It’s that simple!   

Drop off:   Please bring items to the Pleasant 
Ridge School office beforehand.  Doing so 

before the swap is strongly encouraged, 
though if you need more time you may bring 
items to the swap on Saturday morning.   

This event coincides with the spring All-School 
Work Day and Lunch, always a great 

opportunity to connect with other families and 
help care for our school.  Won’t you join 
us?  Questions?  Call Robin Kottke at 608-638-

2609 or email ringleka@hotmail.com. 
- Robin Kottke, Swap Coordinator 

 

 

 

EVENTS 
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Snow Removal Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who shoveled, 
scraped, salted, sanded, swept, or fired-up the 
blower to help clear snow and ice for the 

school this year. Yikes! It was a rough winter. 
Remember the ice-storms of January?  It took 

a herculean effort, yet all season long, the 
sidewalks of Pleasant Ridge were nicely 
tended to. Well done, and many thanks. 

- With Gratitude, Facilities Committee 

 

Parent Library Thanks 
Many thanks go to Sonja Finn, who has taken 

over the organization and care of our Parent 
Library.  The Parent Library is located in the 

hallway across from the 3rd Grade classroom.  
The library offers a wide variety of books and 
magazines with information about parenting 

and Waldorf education.  Feel free to check out 
these resources.  Just fill out the card in the 
book and put it in the card holder on top of 

the shelf.  Please mark the date that you 
checked out the book on the card. 

If you have any books you’d like to add to the 
collection, just drop them by the office so they 
can be added to the inventory list and have 

cards added to them.  Thank you! 
- Nan Marshall, Office Manager   

 

 

PRWS 2017 Summer Camp Program 

The PRWS Summer Camp Program is back 

again this summer – with even more camps 
from which to choose. We are putting the final 

touches on the camp offerings and schedule, 
but here is a sneak peek at what is in the works. 
Please note that the schedule is still tentative 

and subject to change.  Camp brochures and 
registration forms should be available within 

the next week. 
- Jordan Brudos, Enrollment and 

Outreach Coordinator 

 

2017 PRWS Summer Camp Schedule 

 
CAMP DATES TIMES AGES INSTRUCTORS 

Moving 

Together 

June 

5-9 

9:00 – 

9:30 am 

1-3 

w/adult 

Mandy 

Herrick 

Creative 

Movement 

June 

5-9 

10:00 -

10:45 am 

3-6  Mandy 

Herrick 

From 

Garden to 

Forest 

June 

5-9 

8:00 am -

12:00 pm 

(M-Th) & 

8:00 am -

5:00 pm 

(F) 

10 

(entering 

5th) and 

up 

Joshua 

Ecklund & 

Beck 

Hawklove 

Summer 

Parent-

Child 

June 

6, 13, 

20, 27 

9:30 am -

11:30 am 

1-4 

w/adult 

Martha 

Buche 

“Artdoor” 

Education 

June 

12-16 

8:30 am -

11:30 am 

5-8 Brandi 

Myhre 

“Artdoor” 

Education 

June 

12-16 

12:30 pm 

- 3:30 pm 

9 and up Brandi 

Myhre 

Garden 
Mornings I 

June 
13, 14, 

15 

8:00 am -
12 :00 pm 

9 
(entering 

4th) and 

up 

Joshua 
Ecklund & 

Beck 

Hawklove 

Drawing 

From Life 

June 

19-23 

12:30 pm 

- 2:30 pm 

9 and up Vicki 

Ramsay 

Garden 

Mornings II 

June 

27, 28, 
29 

800 am -

12:00 pm 

9 

(entering 
4th) and 

up 

Joshua 

Ecklund & 
Beck 

Hawklove 

Make a 

Birthday 
Box 

July 

10, 12, 
14 

9:15 am -

11:15 am 

18 and 

up 

Martha 

Buche 

Little 

Sprouts 

Nature 
Camp 

July 

10, 12, 

14, 17, 
19, 21 

9:00 am -

11:30 am 

3-5 Shannon 

McHone & 

Janelle 
Peterson 

Garden 

Explorers 

July 

10, 12, 
14, 17, 

19, 21 

9:00 -

11:30 am 

6-8 Christine 

Zinky 

Circus Arts July 

10, 12, 
14, 17, 

19, 21 

9:00 -

11:30 am 

9 and up Shawn 

LaVoie & 
AnnaJo 

Doerr 

Puppetry  July 

10, 12, 
14, 17, 

19, 21 

12:30 pm 

- 3:30 pm 

9 and up Vicki 

Ramsay 

Theatre 

Among 
the Trees 

August 

7, 8, 9, 
10, 14, 

15, 16 

9:00 am -

12:00 pm 

9 and up Marianne 

Fieber-
Dhara 

 
 
 

ENROLLMENT 

GRATITUDE 
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Book Sale Results! 
Thanks to everyone who donated books for our 
recent book sale.  We made just over $200 on 

the sale (so far).  So with that in mind, if 
teachers and/or students have any 
suggestions for books you would like us to 

purchase, please put a note in the library 
mailbox in the office or give it to one of our 

volunteer librarians. 
In addition, please check the due date on 
books you have checked out, and if they are 

due, please return them before spring break.  I 
will be making out overdue slips, and the 

number will be greatly decreased if those 
overdue books are returned beforehand.  
Parents, please help your children by inquiring 

if there are any overdue books in their 
possession.  Most children are great at keeping 

track, but there are a few who could use a bit 
of help.   

- Chris Leinberger, Volunteer  

Library Coordinator 

 

Opening for the 2017-18 School Year 
PRWS has the following opening now 

advertised on our Employment page 
(https://pleasantridgewaldorf.org/our-
school/employment/) with application 

instructions and job descriptions. 
 

Kindergarten Lead Teacher - Temporary 
Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School is seeking a 
temporary Kindergarten Lead Teacher for 

2017-2018, either a 3-month position (January-
March, 2018) or an 11-month position for 2017-

2018. 
Please see our webpage above for complete 
information and instructions.  

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara,  
Administrative Chair 

 

 

 

 

Tuition Statement for Tax Purposes 
If you’d like a statement of tuition paid in the 
2016 calendar year, please email your request 

to finance@pleasantridgewaldorf.org.   
Thank you! 

- Sofya Hundt, Business Manager 
 

 

Lawn-Mowing Sign-Up 
The spring has (almost) sprung, and the lawn-
mowing season is just around the corner! As in 
the past, we are looking for volunteers to take 

on a SINGLE round of mowing around the 
PRWS campus and the Old Main Building 
during the week of their choice this summer. 

Please find the sign-up sheet hanging across 
from the Main Office and sign up for a week 

that suits you. The Facilities Committee will 
supply all necessary tools, gasoline, and 
reminders. Thank you for helping keep our 

school looking good and on this side of city 
regulations! 

-  Sofya Hundt, Facilities Committee 
 
 

2017 Viroqua Area Schools Summer School 

Program has Arrived! 
The Viroqua Area Schools 2017 Summer School 
Program has arrived.  They are available on 
the Parent Library shelf across from the 3rd 

Grade classroom, or come to the office to pick 
one up. 

- Nan Marshall, Office Manager 

 

Sweater Found 
A beautiful Aran Isles sweater was left behind 

at the church after the Spring Concert with a 
pair of gloves.  Stop by the office if this sounds 
familiar to you. 

- Nan Marshall, Office Manager 
 
 

 
 

 

 

ADMIN 

OTHER 
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Support the McIntosh Memorial Library at the next 

Chamber SOUP Event – Wednesday, April 5, 6:00 

p.m., at the Viroqua American Legion.  What is 

SOUP?  For a suggested $5 donation, attendees 

receive soup, bread, and a vote.  After listening to 

pitches for four different projects, attendees will 

vote for the one they think will benefit the city the 

most.  At the end of the night, ballots are counted 

and the presenter with the most votes  

goes home with all of the money raised to carry out 

their project. 

What the library will pitch is financial support to 

create an indoor splay space with a kitchen, work 

bench, and dress-up closet, as well as the materials 

so older children can assist in building a sand and 

water table for the library courtyard. 

 

Plan to attend “Strange Snow,” a play by Stephen 

Metcalfe, featuring Pita Daniels, Joen Dealande, 

and Dave Ware at the renovated Landmark Center 

Auditorium at 500 E. Jefferson St!  The dates are 

March 30-April 9 – Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays 

at 7:30 p.m. and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. Ticket prices 

are $15 or $10 ea. for groups of 6 or more.  Mature 

themes and language for ages 15 and up.  

Questions?  Call 651-373-1962. 

 

Love Waldorf? Want to Learn More? 

July 9-28, 2017, Great Lakes Waldorf Institute (GLWI) 

will be offering four Waldorf education courses in 

Milwaukee, WI: 

• Introduction to Waldorf Education and Child 

Development 

• Essentials of the Waldorf Grade School 

• Fundamentals of the Waldorf Kindergarten 

• Art in the Waldorf School: Intro to Mediums 

Take one, two, or three of these courses and enjoy 

a Waldorf summer camp for adults!  

If you are interested in earning a Waldorf teaching 

certificate, this summer is technically the beginning 

of a new 3-year cycle of courses, so it is a great 

time to begin the program. 

GLWI has been offering Waldorf and 

anthroposophical adult education programs for 15 

years. Our partnership with Mount Mary University in 

Milwaukee gives students an opportunity to earn a 

Master of Arts in Education with a Waldorf Emphasis, 

along with a Certificate in Waldorf Grades or Early 

Childhood Teaching. We accommodate distance 

learners through a combination of in-person 

intensives, video conference classroom 

participation and online coursework. GLWI is a 

candidate for full member in AWSNA and a 

developing institute in WECAN.  

For more information, please 

visit www.greatlakeswaldorf.org and/or 

email lori.barian@greatlakeswaldorf.org. 

 
 
LUNCHBOX EXPRESS COMMUNITY NEWS POLICY 
The Lunchbox Express Community News section is provided as a 

service to the school community. Printing of an ad does not 

imply endorsement by Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School. 

How to Place an Ad: 
1. Limit your ad to 70 words. We do not edit. We will not print ads 

over 70 words. If you must have a long ad, make a note & give it 

to the office staff to place on the bulletin board. 

2. Ads will be printed only once. 
3. Put your ad in the folder in the LBE’s mailbox in the Office 

marked “Lunchbox Community News” OR e-mail ad to 

info@pleasantridgewaldorf.org with “Community News” in the 

subject line. 
4. Deadline is Tuesdays at 8:30am. There may be occasions, due 

to unforeseen circumstances or space restrictions, that the 

Community section will not be printed. Thank you. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 





 

 

APRIL 2017 

 

DEAR WALDORF COMMUNITY  

On March 20, Beverly Amico, AWSNA's Executive 

Director, Advancement, had the distinct opportunity to 

meet with both US Secretary of 

Education, Betsy DeVos and Chair of the US 

Congressional Educational Committee, Virginia Fox, 

and a small group of other independent school leaders. 

Topics included a discussion of principles relating to 

school choice and equitable services, including IDEA.  

AWSNA will continue to ensure that we remain an 

integral part of the universal dialogue on education in 

North America. As an association, we will continue to 

carry a message of reform and educational 

independence, with an eye toward empowering 

teachers and school communities and eliminating 

burdensome federal government programs such as 

common core and standardized testing.  

 

Stephanie, 

Melanie,  

& Beverly  

 

 

AWSNA SUMMER CONFERENCE  
Online registration for the 2017 AWSNA Summer 

Conference is available on 

WaldorfEducation.org.  

The theme is “You and I Are We...Now 

What? Exploring Collaboration and 

Leadership in Waldorf Schools.”  We 

look forward to seeing you there! 

WALDORF EDUCATION IN THE NEWS 

Waldorf High School of 

Massachusetts Bay 

Senior Recognized by Forbes! 

Congratulations to Maddie Kaner, a 

member of Waldorf High School of 

Massachusetts Bay’s Class of 2017, 

who was recognized by Forbes for her involvement as 

the filmmaker in Surviving in Numbers multimedia 

campaign, which features the stories of survivors of 

sexual violence. In November, Maddie completed her 

two-week senior internship at the non-profit 

organization, Surviving in Numbers. With the time and 

effort she donated, Maddie helped raise several 

thousand dollars to create a safe place for victims of 

sexual violence to share their stories. Click here to read 

more about Maddie Kaner.  

  

In this Business Insider video, New York University 

professor Adam Alter, author of Irresistible: The Rise of 

Addictive Technology and the Business of Keeping Us 

Hooked, discusses the Waldorf school in Silicon Valley: 

“There’s a school in Silicon Valley that doesn’t allow the 

use of any tech. It’s called the Waldorf School and it’s 

fascinating because the school has no computers, no 

iPads, no iPhones. They try to minimize tech altogether 

and so people enjoy a lot of time face-to-face, they go 

outside a lot. What’s interesting about this school is 

75% of the students there are the children of Silicon 

Valley tech execs, which is striking. These are people 

who, publicly, will expound on the wonders of the 

products they’re 

producing and at the 

same time they decided 

in all their wisdom that 

their kids didn’t belong in 

a school that used that 

same tech.” 

https://waldorfeducation.org/annual-conference
https://www.forbes.com/sites/deniserestauri/2017/01/23/after-the-womens-march-six-point-action-plan-to-win/#78f09e0c56be
http://www.waldorfhighschool.org/RelId/555839941/ISvars/default/Student_Spotlight_Maddie_Kaner_17.htm
http://www.businessinsider.com/waldorf-silicon-valley-school-shuns-technology-2017-3


 

 

ESSENTIALS IN EDUCATION BLOG 

Experiential Education - Why Students Should 

Learn by Doing 

“Experiential learning, in a general sense, is the process 

of learning through experience. But more specifically, 

experiential learning looks at optimizing the learning 

process itself by focusing on the individual’s 

involvement (experience) with the learning material. 

This is an important distinction between other types of 

experience learning — such as action learning, free 

choice learning, cooperative, or service learning — 

which focus on the experience around learning vs. the 

experience with learning.” Read more.  
 

Please visit AWSNA’s education blog, called "Essentials 

in Education," in which we explore topics that matter to 

educators, researchers, policy experts, and thought 

leaders - from a Waldorf Education perspective.  

We welcome comments and feedback, and we also 

welcome guest posts. Please contact Beverly Amico at 

bamico@awsna.org for details.  

 

 

CULTIVATING MORAL IMAGINATION 

THROUGH PUPPETRY & STORYTELLING  
 

The West Coast Collaborative Puppetry and Storytelling 

Arts Conference 2017 will be held from July 27 - 31, 

2017. This gathering of puppeteers is meant to link to 

the East Coast puppetry conferences which have been 

led by Janene Ping 

and others. 

Presenters include 

Janene Ping, Nancy 

Mellon, and Jennifer 

Aguirre.  

Registration and 

more information 

here.  

 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS  

Thank you to Mercurius USA and to  

TADS and to BigSIS for supporting 

AWSNA as members of our partners’ 

circle. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please join us on social media: 

.    

 

http://blog.waldorfeducation.org/2017/03/experiential-education/
http://blog.waldorfeducation.org/2017/03/experiential-education/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Action_learning
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Free_choice_learning&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Free_choice_learning&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_learning
http://blog.waldorfeducation.org/2017/03/experiential-education/
http://blog.waldorfeducation.org/
http://blog.waldorfeducation.org/
http://www.ripples.us/puppetry-conference.html
http://www.mercurius-usa.com/
https://www.tads.com/
https://bigsis.com/
https://bigsis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/WaldorfEducationORG/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yiv6oF3jL7fdqkoPE3h2VtiRiuIfRNP8vvbpaEnGzK00aPuxtz4E2NhwCpPgjNOyVMV_xV3yHRW7jrhV7sgt53P22aQciKGAQ6AlKBD04u1pQnUjv46-xCugVCR8xC_3
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yiv6oF3jL7fdqkoPE3h2VtiRiuIfRNP8vvbpaEnGzK00aPuxtz4E2NhwCpPgjNOyVMV_xV3yHRVcp1mWfILmKqGhweZkOHRJzOX4EQ4ZA-iqdCYAtSGBYQ-Ha6-YQrW8OgS8RSERFo-irjOa_qH0s3BUEExqIIvg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001Yiv6oF3jL7fdqkoPE3h2VtiRiuIfRNP8vvbpaEnGzK00aPuxtz4E2NhwCpPgjNOyjMZwd5C4uacARQcDsdTx4Ff9ID3iapNAGvO79spMUVT-EDqaFOj-vQ==
http://www.mercurius-usa.com/
https://www.tads.com/

