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December 22–January 4
    Holiday break
January 22,23
    Inservice
February 16–18
    Parent/teacher conferences
February 19–20
    AWSNA conference, teacher prep days
March 20
    Inservice
April 3  
    Spring Festival
April 6–13
    Spring break
May 1  
    May Day Festival

COMING 
EVENTS

In our efforts to reduce paper use, you 
may request an electronic copy by emailing 
cynthia@pleasantridgewaldorf.org.

Child Play
The mind of a child
Is wrapt in nature;
How it is a theater

Of reaching proportions
With plays performed daily 

Under angular trees;
Their seed-wings spinning

Like sibilant snow.
The world of a child 

Is droopy-soft caterpillars
Thoughtfully placed
In peach jelly jars,

Unfurling like stars.
It’s robins that sing 

And fairies that flatten
The grass into rings.

It’s boats of bark floating
On child-made moats
Dew-dropped myrtle

And flower-daubed turtles.
It’s hedges and honeysuckle

With flowers to sip,
Red herring that yodel

As they swim the great sea,
Beyond the Blue Heron

With their PhD’s.
The world of a child 

Is a play of the mind:
Ships sailing out-bound

With merchants and cattle.
It’s where happiness flows

From head to toe
It’s so good to remember:

It was once mine, you know.

Elizabeth Mastin
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New Faculty/families
New Families
The families joining the school this year have 
lived in many places both near and far, includ-
ing  Massachusetts, Minnesota, Washington, 
Wisconsin, Alaska, and Hawaii!  It has been 
such a pleasure to meet these unique and won-
derful people. Welcome, everyone! 
                                    Sincerely, Jean Westerhoff

Beth & Con Blake, Minnesota
Will – Class Five
Alice – Class Three
Stay-at-home Mom (handwork, quilting, cooking)
Consulting Engineer (reading, riding motorcycle, 
	 woodworking)

Reese & Tony Brenengen, Coon Valley
Nate – Class Five
Lucia – Class Two
Stay-at-home Mom (outdoor life, land stewardship,  
	 social justice issues)
Auto Sales (anything with a motor)

Lisa Fanning, Kenosha
Byron – Class Six
Graphic Designer – Print (traditional printmaking,  
	 vegan cupcakes)

Anna Lisa Bookstrom & James Gimurtu, 
Washington
Evelyn – Class Two
Homemaker (ceramics, cycling, Nordic skiing,  
	 knitting, food preserving)
Biodiesel Equipment Manufacturer and Consultant  
	 (alternative energy, Sasquatch research, cycling,  
	 Nordic skiing, Amish culture)

Taryn Greendeer, Viroqua		
Stella – Class Seven	
Human (education, art in all its varied forms, nature,  
	 multiculturalism, localism)

Bill Greendeer, Tomah
Stella – Class Seven	
Self-employed, Construction, Art (build motorcycles,  
	 bicycles, art, cars, native ceremonies)

Leah Houk, Necedah, previously Hawaii
Althea – Violet Kindergarten 
Kindergarten Aide, Graphic Designer, Coconut Tree  
	 Trimmer, Aspiring 1–8 Grades Teacher (photogra- 
	 phy, knitting, biking, swimming, singing, reading) 

Vicky Eiben & Randall Kahn, Viroqua
Jesse – Class Five
Spanish Teacher/ Graduate School Teacher at Walden  
	 University (Driftless Folk School, gardening, herbal  
	 studies, spinning, weaving, skiing, kayaking)
Psychotherapist (building projects, motorcycling,  
	 hiking, skiing, kayaking; Randy has been building  
	 their home near Avalanche on the weekends)
 
Monique Miller & Bernhard Kuhn
Tangwyn Kuhn – Class One

New Teachers & Staff 
Five new faculty and staff members have 
joined Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School this year. 
We are happy to have these very capable and 
talented people join our faculty.

Barbara Danner
Barbara Danner is the class teacher for the first 
grade. She and three of her daughters, who all 
attend Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School, moved 
to Viroqua from Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, this 
August. Ms. Danner is a graduate of Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, where she received a 
bachelor of arts degree in theater arts. She also 
has a Waldorf Teaching Certificate from UW–
Milwaukee.  

Barbara brings a variety of teaching experiences 
with her. She was a class teacher for two years 
at the Prairie Hill Waldorf School in Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin, as well as a long-term substitute at 
the Tamarack Waldorf School in Milwaukee. 
She has also written, cast and directed plays and 
taught speech, movement and singing. 

Carrie Treviranus
Carrie Treviranus is the class teacher for the 
second grade and came to us from Milwaukee 
this August. Ms. Treviranus is a graduate of 
Northwestern University with a bachelor of 
music degree. She is currently continuing her 
M.A. in education from Mount Mary College/
Great Lakes Teacher Training for her Waldorf 
Teaching Certification.

Carrie has been an early childhood and kinder-
garten assistant at the Tamarack Waldorf School 
in Milwaukee. She has professional experience 
as a singer and actor and has been involved in 
children’s music and theater outreach through 
the Milwaukee Symphony Chorus and Orches-
tra and the Solstice Theater. As an avid cyclist, 
she looks forward to living in this area.

Leah Houk
Leah Houk is the Assistant in the Rosemary 
Kindergarten and comes to us from Necedah, 
Wisconsin, with her daughter, who is in the Vio-
let Kindergarten. Ms. Houk is also pursuing a 
career as a Waldorf class teacher and is enrolled 
in the Great Lakes Teacher Training in Mil-
waukee. Leah also has a certificate in Internet 
Graphics from Maui Community College.

Jean Westerhoff
Jean Westerhoff joins the office as the Admis-
sions Director. She is a graduate of UW–La 
Crosse and has lived in Viroqua with her family 
since 2002 when they enrolled in the school. 

Lauren Hunt
Lauren Hunt joins the office as a part-time sec-
retary. She is a graduate of Prescott College and 
has lived in the area with her family since 2003.

Alicia Leinberger, Madison		
Maiela and Zirelia – Rosemary Kindergarten
Marketing, Graphics, Business Administration,  
	 Full-time Mom (small agriculture, great food,  
	 geology, insects, spiritual and political musings)

Andrea & Aaron Lundebrek, Minnesota
Murial and Sophie – Violet Kindergarten
Esthetician (reading, cooking) 
Truck Driver (fishing, travel)

Stacey & Charles Mehr, Minnesota
Katherine – Class Five
David – Class One
Homemaker, Bookkeeper (delicious local food, family,  
	 biking, the land and nature) 
Corporate Conferencing Manager at USBank  
	 (football, basketball, family)

Eugenia & Michael Nordskog, Minnesota, previ-
ously Alaska, New York, Cape Cod, Scotland
Jasper – Rosemary Kindergarten
Cole – Class One
Graphic Designer, Typesetting for Translation  
	 Agencies (cooking traditional foods, repairing toys,  
	 knitting, sewing, drawing with the kids, quiet mo- 
	 ments in the canoe, especially when on the water!)
Attorney, Editor, Writer (carpentry, gardening, fishing,  
	 guitar, camping)

Julie & Dwight Polglaze, Massachusetts
Dolan – Class One
Sophia – Class Three
Maggie – Class Five
Mother (knitting, nutrition, community-building)
National Color Specialist (drumming, computers)

Rain Hays & Andrew Anderson, Viroqua
Gaia Unity – Class Three
Irie Unity – Class One
Midwifery Assistant, Work for Lusa Organics,  
	 Multimedia Artist (gardening, landscaping)
Work for Lusa Organics (south Asian languages and  
	 cultures)

Elizabeth and Matthew Voz, Readstown
Otto – Violet Kindergarten
Server at Driftless Café (growing food, fiddle, guitar,  
	 dance, handwork)
Teacher at Youth Initiative High School (growing  
	 food, nonfiction)

Barbara Danner, Milwaukee		
Margaret – Class Five
Clara – Class Seven
Christine – Class Eight
Teacher at Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School (singing,  
	 handcrafts, writing, study)

James Zinky, living in Milwaukee
Margaret – Class Five
Clara – Class Seven
Christine – Class Eight
Stagehand at Milwaukee Repertory Theater (reading,  
	 projects around the house)
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School news

Do you enjoy
receiving our newsletter?

o  Yes. Enclosed is $10 for a one-year 
    subscription (3 issues) 
    Free with a donation of $50 or more

o  No. Please remove my name. 
o  Please send me enrollment information.

o  Please send me information on giving.

Name

Address

City			 

State		  Zip

For enrollment request—may we call or email you?

Phone

Email

431 E. Court St., Viroqua, WI 54665

New Life for Old Main
This has been the year to bring new life 
to our Old Main Building. Prior to July 
1995, when we moved to our newer home 
on Court Street, it was simply our “Main 
Building.” Two classrooms shared the main 
floor, the office was the 8’ x 10’ cloakroom 
off the foyer, and violin and movement 
classes were held in the basement. Since 
1995, it has been our performing arts build-
ing, used for eurythmy and dance classes, 
upper grades class plays, the Advent 
Garden, recitals, and many public confer-
ences, workshops and study groups. It is 
also rented for a variety of cultural events. 
The beautifully painted main room with its 
wooden floors, large windows, and stained 
glass is a unique meeting place in our local 
community.

Although the building became “old” for 
us in 1995, it has been old for a long time. 
Construction of the white clapboard struc-
ture was completed in 1886, and it was 
moved twice before coming to its present 
location. This year, spring storms made 
a roof repair necessary, which sparked a 
Board review of whether to let the building 
go or begin to upgrade the whole structure. 

We decided to upgrade the building begin-
ning with the roof and basement. Historical 
authenticity is an element in our planning, 
so we decided to install a new steel roof. 
New gutters emptying into new storm 
drains (constructed as part of the town 
highway improvement) have done much 
to direct water away from the basement. 
A generous gift from an alumni family has 
enabled us to install a whole-building air 
purifier, to help eradicate the stuffiness 
from old wood and foundations. We are 
deeply grateful for all the gift and volunteer 
help that have enabled us to improve this 
space already. 

We have a long list for future improve-
ments: to repair the windows, update 
bathrooms, add main floor chair storage, 
improve acoustics, and install a quieter 
heat system and better lighting. With our 
30th anniversary coming soon, wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to find a way to complete 
these upgrades? It is a soul-filled building 
and we find many, many good uses for it.

Diane Mamroe, Administrator

Eurythmy
This autumn, our students were able to see 
two wonderful eurythmy programs at the 
Old Main Building. Our eurythmy teacher, 
Annette Conlon, selected “Four Scenes 
from the Life of Joan of Arc” for the 7th 
grade to perform. The students skillfully 
moved in eurythmy choreography, bring-
ing before us courtiers, armies at war, fierce 
flames, and angels. 

For the 8th grade performance, Annette 
choreographed “The Donkey,” a story by 
the Brothers Grimm. Speech and music 
came alive as the students moved with 
confidence and drama, bringing sadness, 
laughter, imperious royalty and tender 
affection. Students provided all the music, 
and several parents helped assemble imagi-
native, colorful costumes. 

We are so grateful to have such a good 
eurythmy classroom in the Old Main Build-
ing, a room which easily becomes a per-
formance space, too. We are also grateful 
that our students have brought the fruits of 
their years of eurythmy in the gift of these 
performances. 

—Diane Mamroe, Administrator

Practice Your German
The 8th grade has a special 
guest until December 12th 
this year. Anna “Clara” 
Sebald is a visiting in-
ternational student from 
Darmstadt, Germany. 
Clara’s visit was initiated 

by her older sister, Lisa, who visited our 
school when she was a college exchange 
student in Wisconsin a few years ago. After 
several communications and many arrange-
ments, Clara has joined Ms. Jackie’s class 
for four months. Clara is living with Shawn 
Nadeau and Chenoa Moore in their home 
in Viroqua. Clara is having a wonderful 
and enriching experience here! Thanks 
to Clara’s mother, Juliane Kroitzsch, and 
father, Thomas Sebald, for making this op-
portunity possible.

Conservation Speeches  

The Wisconsin Land and Water Conserva-
tion Association, Inc., sponsored its 51st 
Annual Statewide Conservation Speak-
ing Contest this fall. Students around the 
state prepared and presented conservation 
speeches in their counties; those speeches 
judged to be most effective advanced to 
state competition in Stevens Point on 
November 8, 2008.  Students at Pleasant 
Ridge Waldorf School in Viroqua presented 
many deserving speeches, from which 
8th grade student Rose Bruce’s speech on 
Factory Farms and 6th grade student Noah 
Carlson’s speech on Bee Pollination and 
Colony Collapse were selected to move 
on to state competition in their respec-
tive age groups. Both students represented 
Vernon County and their school very well, 
and Noah earned a third place trophy for 
his speech. Rose is the daughter of Sara 
Tedeschi and David Bruce. Noah is the son 
of Lara Roberts and Ken Carlson. 
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During the heart of this past summer, I joined 
several talented members from our commu-
nity in building a longhouse shelter for the 
Rosemary Kindergarten garden. Apple Corbin, 
Donnie Rogers and Katie Hafner, our visionary 
leaders, led us through this wonderful build-
ing project. We began by  collecting willow 
branches out at the Bill and Taryn Greendeer 
property, then soaked the branches in the 
Rogers/Hafner creek, peeled the bark, bent 
the branches, tied them together, and finally 
placed the canvas over the structure. 

My thanks go to Apple, Donnie and Katie for 
their perseverance and expertise, to nature’s 
bounty, to the Amish gentleman who sewed 
the ties onto our canvas, and to the collective 
talents of the parents in the Rosemary Kinder-
garten. We now have a new shelter, not only 
for the children in our garden this year (which 
was much needed) but also for the kindergar-
ten children at Pleasant Ridge for many years 
to come. I am grateful to have been part of 
this life-sustaining project and to have worked 
with so many wonderful people. 

Here are some photos of our collective work. 
Many thanks and Happy Holidays from the 
Rosemary Kindergarten!

Blessings,

Ms. Heidi 
Rosemary Kindergarten Teacher

PHOTO CAPTIONS

Apple begins cutting down willows  1
Katie and Heidi snip young branches  2

Kay peeling off the bark  3 

Bending and tying branches  4
A closer look at tying willow bark  5

The new floor boards  6
Parents tying the canvas  7

It fits!  8

Photos taken by Apple Corbin and Cynthia Olmstead

‘Tis the Season to Have Shelter!

1 5

2 6

73

84
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Annual Report2007-2008
We at Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School have, from our inception, 
understood that a school can have a profound effect not only on its 
students, but also on its community and on society as the students 
take up their work in the world. Attention to issues of sustainability 
has also been with us from our beginning, for to operate an indepen-
dent school in such a small rural community requires it. 

We have tried to operate within our means, slowly and organically growing our organiza-
tion and our Waldorf program, balancing the needs of the teachers and staff with the 
abilities of the parents to pay tuition and fund-raise. We also know that the “hidden 
curricula” of schools convey values that are important for the school. Examples of this are 
our hot lunch program, summer school gardening, outdoor classrooms for the kinder-
gartens, walking to the park for games, and parent volunteerism throughout the whole 
management and maintenance structure. 

For all these years, these organizational principles have been practiced as a matter of 
survival. In the past decade sustainability has become more than a buzzword, and is now 
a stated goal for many schools and businesses. It is not unusual these days to read that 
a university has hired a “sustainability consultant” and is developing new programs to 
teach these principles. 

An organization in California, the Center for Ecoliteracy, has been a leader in developing 
curricula for K–12 schools. They write that the most effective schools are often com-
munities that model the traits of sustainable societies. It is interesting to note that these 
effective schools often incorporate one or several of the following practices: 

	 •	They connect children with the natural world through programs and projects  
		  outside the classroom, such as school gardens, habitat restoration, and  
		  communicating their experience in nature through painting and poetry. 

	 •	They practice place-based education that teaches students about the people,  
		  history, culture, and natural features of their local community and region. 

	 •	They practice environmental project-based learning, involving students in local  
		  projects that are meaningful and make real contributions to their communities. 

	 •	They integrate in-class learning with hands-on experiences and with all of the  
		  activities of the school (including, for example, lunch preparation and serving). 

	 •	They address the whole child, recognizing that children’s ability to learn is affected  
		  by their health and well-being, and that these are in turn affected by such factors as  
		  nutrition, exercise, and the health of the natural environment. 

	 •	They employ the best current understandings of how brains and minds develop and  
		  how children learn. They attend to children in all their dimensions, including  
		  cognitive, emotional, and aesthetic. (Quoted from www.ecoliteracy.org)

We can find the activities of our classes at Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School throughout 
this list. Thanks to the generosity of a large circle of relations and friends, we have built a 
school that takes its place in contemporary society, sending students into their work and 
life with these very important sensitivities and values. All gifts to the school are sustain-
ing gifts, and we appreciate each and every one.

 Mary Christenson, Development

From the Board
The Board met in July to review 
the 2007–2008 school year. At this 
meeting we also began the process of 
revisiting the mission and values of 
Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School and 
articulating how we are manifesting in 
the world. This is a soul-filled journey, 
allowing each of us to clarify why we 
are here, and why our families are 
joining together to create this wonder-
ful community of PRWS. We found 
that each of us has a story to tell and 
a passion for sharing our stories. We 
know we have a wonderful thing going 
for us at PRWS and in Viroqua. We’re 
proud of who we are and want to 
share it. 

Throughout this current school year, 
we will be gathering with faculty, 
parents, and community members 
to share and expand our passion for 
our mission and values. As we join 
together in this process, we will be 
seeking words to summarize our jour-
ney thus far and to guide our ongoing 
path. Please let us know how you see 
yourself and your story in the mission 
and values of Pleasant Ridge. 

As members of the Board, we rec-
ognize that each person and each 
family in our community contributes 
greatly to the health and well-being 
of the whole. We look for your help 
in working toward one of our greater 
goals: to attract, retain and develop 
the children, parents, faculty and staff 
of PRWS. 

We also recognize that all those who 
came before us played an important 
role in setting the course of this 
school, leaving a legacy of generos-
ity and an open heart. On behalf of 
the Board, I would like to thank you 
for your contributions as well. You’re 
important to us!

In gratitude,

Jenelle Boyer, Board President
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The Paul E. Stry Foundation
We would like to thank the Directors of the Paul E. Stry Foundation for their outstanding 
and continued support of our Nature and Environment activities for all classes at Pleasant 
Ridge Waldorf School for many years. In the past year, the Stry Foundation has supported 
new structures for our Rosemary Kindergarten outdoor classroom (shed and long house); 
3rd Grade trips to Aldo Leopold Nature Center, Effigy Mounds and area parks; 6th Grade 
trips to Waswagoning (historical Ojibwe village) and Eagle Bluff Nature Center; and 
gardening supplies for the 1st Grade. These generous funds have allowed our teachers to 
expand our outdoor learning areas on campus as well as explore the wonderful parks and 
nature centers in the Driftless region we call home, and to develop community partner-
ships around Viroqua as outdoor service learning projects.

Activities for the Year July 1, 2007–June 30, 2008

	 •	 Twenty-four new families joined our school community.

	 •	 Grandparents and Special Friends Day was celebrated September 29th with 52 guests on the Michaelmas  
	 	 Festival Day.  Special guest speakers were alumni Julia Hundt (1997) & Brendan Karlstad (1999).

	 •	 The Martin Novom workshop, “The Role of the Parent: Joining Forces with Your School,” in November was  
		  attended by 53 people from eight school initiatives in the upper Midwest.

	 •	 The parents led another successful “Good Energy Raffle” raising almost $94,000. The Grand Prize of a hybrid  
	 	 car went to our very own Joe Rising and Kay Fandel family.

	 •	 Miss Christiane Babb’s Class 8 celebrated spring with an ethereal production of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer  
		  Night’s Dream. At their graduation, they announced they would donate $1,000 to Pleasant Ridge and during the summer  
	 	 they decided on $3,000.

	 •	 The students performed 2,198 hours in service projects throughout our community, including planting trees  
	 	 (Class 8), raking lawns at the Sherry-Butt House and Foreaker School (Class 4), taking oral history stories from  
	 	 elders at the Fairhaven assisted living facility (Class 6), shoveling snow around fire hydrants and delivering  
	 	 Christmas cookies to police, ambulance and fire squads (Class 5), and picking up trash around the neighbor- 
	 	 hood (Kindergarten and Class 1). Thank you to Steve Lawless for coordinating the service-learning program.

“If a tiny child has been able in his play to give up his whole living being to the world around him, he will be able, in the 
serious tasks of later life, to devote himself with confidence and power to the service of the world.”

—Rudolf Steiner
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donors July 1, 2007–June 30, 2008

Annual Gifts
Anonymous
Lerie Alstad Van Ells 
Robert & Dorothy Arnold 
Daniel Arnold &  
	 Susan Johnson
David & Diane Banner 
Mary & Neil Bard 
Susan & Tom Barendregt 
M. Kate Barnhart &  
	 William Knox
Dr. Jackson Baty 
Terry & Jean Beck 
Lars & Corina Bergan 
Paul Bergquist & Carole Austin
David Beutler &  
	 Nannette Tuttle
Bill Brooke Realty 
Amber Biver 
Rosemary Bock 
Rebecca Bock 
David & Jenelle Boyer 
David & Jen Breitbach 
Reese & Tony Brenengen 
Bill Brooke 
Heidi and Dan Burke 
Mary & Ned Burke 
Bruce Carlson &  
	 Annette Thiede
Scott Champion &  
	 Sarah Mayer
Mary Lynn & Burley Channer 
Tom Cheesebro & Leigh Barker
Katrina Christenson 
Steve & Mary Christenson 
Georgene Christenson 
Margaret L. Crall 
Peter & Gabrielle Daniels 
Fred Dick 
Marjorie Dick 
Charlene Elderkin 
James & Janice Erdman 
George Franklin 
Wil & Anne-Marie Fryer 
Shirley Galownia 
Chris & Toddie Getman 
The Getman Family Fund
Lee Goodhart 
Ole & Judy Gulbrandson 
Dave Hackett & Ellen Brooks
Katherine Hanson 
Christine & John Harrington 
Nate Hart 
Adrian & Kathleen  
	 Hendrickson 
Kathleen Hofmann 
Michael & Diana Horan 
Allen & Lenice Hoversten 
Ann Hughes 
Paul & Cindy Hughes 
Tripp & Missy Hughes 
Vincent & Dawn Hundt 
Daniel and Lauren Hunt 
Bill & Carol Ilstrup 
Larry & Kelly Jansen 

John & Maureen Karlstad 
Marjorie Koons 
Duane Koons &  
	 Maureen O’Connor
James Kouba 
Doris & Roland Lander 
Dr. Philip Larkin 
Bud & Katie Lemley 
Joe Lenarz & Janna Kottke
Michael & Bernadette Link 
Richard & Mary Lofton 
Dennis & Cathy Lund 
Diane & Kurt Mamroe 
Christopher and Martina Mann 
Roger & Pat Martin 
Linda Mathes &  
	 Robert Cwiertniak
Charles & Denee Mattioli 
Russ & Arlene Maxwell 
Bill & Sara McDonald 
Martin McEvoy 
Jerry & Natalie McIntire 
Beth Moore 
Dr. Michael Mosling 
Fred & Elizabeth Nelson 
Eric & Caroline Newman 
JoAn O’Connor 
Anne O’Connor & Joe Hart
Cynthia Olmstead &  
	 Hans Verick
Ted Parrish & Katherine  
	 Hall-Parrish
Daniel & Julie Kienitz Peak 
Peggy Abbott Pearl 
Barbara von Nostitz Peterson 
John & Emily Pfitsch 
Don & Elsie Pothen 
Linda Pritzker 
PRWS Class of 2008 
William Putze 
Maurice Raifsnider 
Cameron & BJ Ramsay 
Lara Roberts & Ken Carlson
Joan & Charles Rodriguez 
Rich & Pat Rubasch 
Judy Schultz 
Clara & Jack Sherwin 
John & Sheila Sherwin 
Mary Helen Shortridge 
Jane & George Siemon 
Donald and Adele Skolaski 
Dean Staffanson &  
	 Karen Pothen
Merrilee Stahler 
Dr. Robert & Janet Starr 
Jill Stefonek 
Monika & Wyatt Sutherland 
Roy & Mary Lou Terwilliger 
The Salvation Army 
Prudence & Steve Tippins 
Susan & William Townsley 
Ron & Karene Uhe 
Thomas & Connie  
	 Vanderhyden 
Dave & Erin Varney 
Vernon County Fair 

Christine Violet &  
	 Hilda Richey
Viroqua Food Cooperative 
Joan & Alan Vogel 
Tom & Danelle Weston 
George & Allison Wilmes 
Wisconsin Country Realty
John Zehrer 

Memorial & 
Honorary Gifts
In Honor of the Arndorfer/ 
	 Humphrey Family
Robin Heilprin 

In Honor of Christiane Babb
John & Sheila Sherwin 

In Memory of Jonathan R.  
	 Balkowitsch
Nancy & John Balkowitsch

In Honor of the Balkowitsch  
	 Family
Neal Balkowitsch &  
	 Donald Nelson

In Honor of Maris & Raina Bock
Bill and Mary Anne Schaefer 

In Honor of Mary Christenson
Heidi and Dan Burke 
Barbara Peterson 

In Honor of Larissa Clifton
George & Goldie Shaw 
Jerry Webster 

In Memory of Dennis Coleman
Cele Wolf

In Memory of Paul A. Dahl
Katherine Dahl 

In Memory of Ethan Danforth
Ben Agar & Julee Caspers Agar
Steve & Mary Christenson 
Marjorie Dick
Jim & Betsy Farrell 
Wil & Anne-Marie Fryer

In Honor of DuCharme Family
Wil & Anne-Marie Fryer

In Honor of Roberta DuCharme  
	 & John Danforth
Marjorie Dick

In Memory of Jim Egan
John Beatty 

In Memory of Mrs. Helen Flood
Molly Symons

In Memory of Jaz Gikling
Christine Violet &  
	 Hilda Richey

In Memory of Mickey  
	 “Grandma” Grenier
Paul & Paula Grenier 

In Honor of Noah, Gabriel &  
	 Amalia Gullion
Helen & Ed Gullion 

In Honor of Malachi Haasch-
Tobin & Lichen Haasch-Kleist
Jane Ellen Haasch 

In Honor of Grace Hallberg-Cain
Herman & Evelyn Hallberg 

In Memory of Helen Hartje
Marty Sellers & Nancy Hartje

In Honor of William and  
	 Rowan Heath
Cori Skolaski & David Heath

In Memory of Kenneth Heck
Lois Heck

In Honor of Mattejah  
	 Luna Hodapp
Mike & Linda Cantrill 
Erika & Peter Hodapp 

In Honor of Emma, Harry & 
	 Tucker Hughes
Aimee D. Larkin, M.D. 

In Honor of Maureen Karlstad
David Beutler &  
	 Nannette Tuttle

In Honor of Elijah Kolenko
Steve & Barbara Kolenko 

In Memory of Michael Kouba
Jane Kouba

In Memory of Anita Lang
David & Diane Banner 

In Honor of Troy Marshall
Mary & Earl Weber 

In Honor of Chenoa Moore
Dominic & Debra Nadeau 

In Honor of Barbara von  
	 Nostitz Peterson
Bill Calkins 
Orion Coleman 
Zoe Coleman 
Norma Herz 
Carol Siyahi Hicks 
Rhoda Binley Karusaitis 
Sven Midelfort & Petra Ressler
Kathy Neidert 
Anna & Kevin O’Donnell
David White 
Cele Wolf

In Honor of Peggy Abbott Pearl
Anonymous

In Honor of Eli & Ayana Perry
Harold & Joan Perry 

In Honor of the PRWS Children
Patricia & Rick Seyfarth 

In Honor of PRWS Class of 2013
Anonymous

In Honor of PRWS  
	 Faculty & Staff
Diane and Gregory Splinter 

In Honor of Vicki Ramsay
Maurice Raifsnider 

In Honor of Ariana Anderson,  
	 Dakota Blatter & the Rehbach  
	 Family
Joseph Dhara 

In Honor of Eva & Sylvie Rising
Marion Fandel 

In Honor of the Rosemary  
	 Kindergarten Teachers/Parents
Lowell & Carol Hubbard 

In Honor of Aaron Schmidt
Steve & Mary Christenson 
Erika & Peter Hodapp 

In Honor of the Sutherland  
	 Family
Roberta L. Raymond 

In Honor of Janie Tippins
Susan & John Gesslein 
Kathleen Hofmann 

In Honor of Merla Wainscott
Bonita Wainscott 

In Honor of Jonah &  
	 Isabella Walker
Thomas & Ellyn Walker 

In Memory of Margaret Warner
Ben Agar & Julee Caspers Agar

In Honor of Jaia Wilbour
Jim and Sally Wilbour 

In Honor of Evergreen  
	 Wildingway, Rowan  
	 Hemingway & Rose Mary  
	 Wildhack
Elizabeth Wildhack 

Barbara Peterson 
Children’s Fund
Ben Agar & Julee Caspers Agar
Steve & Mary Christenson 
Marjorie Dick 
Vincent & Dawn Hundt 
Barbara & Marvin McNeal 
Kathy Neidert 
Patricia & Rick Seyfarth 

Business  
Sponsorships
Cashton Farm Supply
Portland Implement
State Bank of Viroqua
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Endowment
Bill Calkins 
Citizens First Bank 
Susan Dawber 
Russell Dawber 
Lisa & Frank Fasciano 
Christine & John Harrington 
Steve & Sue Hirsh 
Vincent & Dawn Hundt 
Duane Koons &  
	 Maureen O’Connor
Wallace & Michelle McHenry 
Mark & Colleen Troy 
Vernon Memorial Health Care 
Rebecca Wainscott 
James & Kristin Welch 
Frank & Arwyn Wildingway 

Foundations/ 
Corporate
ATHENA 
The Emma Foundation 
Frontier Communications 
Organic Valley Family of Farms
Mid-States Shared Gifting 
Group of RSF Social Finance        

PAXAM Foundation 
Paul E. Stry Foundation
Target

Matching
U.P.S. Foundation 

In Kind Gifts
Sheila Andersen
Anne O’Connor & Joe Hart, 
Kickapoo Free Press
Dairyland Printing
Driftless Fair Traders
First Evangelical Lutheran 	
	 Church
Friends of Vernon Memorial  
	 Hospital 
Missy Hughes
Rebecca Kolar
Organic Valley Family of Farms
People’s Food Co-op
Chris & Ken Stark
VARC, Inc. 
Rebecca Wainscott

Restricted Gifts
In Memory of Mark “Spark”  
	 Hobbins
Ben Agar & Julee Caspers Agar 	
	 Faculty Development
David & Jen Breitbach
	 Building/Grounds
Bill Brooke
	 Library
First Evangelical 
	 Lutheran Church 
	 Building/Grounds
Getman Family Fund  
	 Music Program
Kathleen Hofmann
	 Library
Rebecca Kolar 
	 Faculty Development
Ariane Lydon & Janet Pumo 	
	 Music Program
Monika & Wyatt Sutherland 	
	 Music Program
Rebecca Wainscott
	 Building/Grounds
David White
	 Library

Scrip Program 
All Creatures Animal Care 
Art Vision 
Avalanche Looms 
Bill Brooke Realty 
Bramble Books 
Bright Life Center Chiropractic 
Burkes Tire & Auto Repair 
City Styles-Jenni Larson 
Delap Tire & Service Center 
DiSciascio’s Restaurant 
Driftless Cafe 
The Flower Basket 
Green Man Music
Holistic Health Center:  
	 Susan Barendregt, 
	 Dr. Michael Corr and  
	 Jennifer Banowetz 
Home Green Home
Homestead Helpers
KWIK TRIP 
The Local General Store
The Meat-ing Place
Moondance Metals
Nelson Agri-Center 
Otherwise 
Paper, Scissor, Stone 

Quality of Life Chiropractic 
Read’s Creek Nursery 
Rising Sun Animal  
	 Wellness Center 
Schlicht Auto Repair 
Viroqua Computer &  
	 Office Supply 
Viroqua Public Market 
Viroqua Village Market

In lieu of space, we have not 
listed all of the contributors to our 
2007-8 Holiday Faire and Good 
Energy Raffle/Jamboree that were 
previously listed in the Calyx.   
We thank all of our parent lead-
ers, volunteers and donors to 
these events.

FINANCIAL REVIEW	 2007-8*	 2006-7**	

Revenue
      Pledged Tuition & Fees	 $562,384	 $550,398
      Hot Lunch Program	 $36,876	 $35,386
      Contributions	 $96,112	 $70,624
      Fundraising Events	 $123,625	 $133,956
      School Store	 $6,132	 $4,710
      Investment Income	 -$1,982	 $3,066
      Other	 $3,963	 $1,891
Total	 $827,110	 $800,031

Expenses
      Educational Faculty Salaries & Aides	 $470,171	 $452,881
      Classroom Instructional Costs	 $26,215	 $21,895
      Administrative & Development Salaries	 $132,265	 $122,275
      Administrative Expenses	 $20,922	 $21,048
      Development Expenses	 $6,945	 $8,466
      Fundraising Expenses	 $35,878	 $38,569
      Building & Capital Expenses	 $82,390	 $79,247
      Hot Lunch Program Salaries & Expenses	 $34,395	 $32,073
      Professional Fees/Misc	 $17,021	 $15,254
Total	 $826,203	 $791,708
		
*estimated figures currently under final audit review		
** financial figures based on a certified audit from Franke, Weisbrod & Turnbull, CPAs.
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development

a touching way to involve not only each 
class, but also Jessie, our Guatemalan guest. 
Jessie visited our Spanish classes most 
Fridays this fall and, through her own be-
ing, brought a beautiful authenticity of her 
culture to our children. 

The Enchanted Forest Walk is presented 
annually by the 8th grade, thanks to Paula 
Grenier who guides it and finds those extra 
parents with special skills to help bring it 
into form. This year’s story was Peter Pan. 

Martinmas was to be celebrated at four 
private homes this year, but the weather 
did not cooperate and plans were cancelled 
that afternoon. Still, we thank the people 
who offered to host and had prepared their 
homes: Paul and Paula Grenier, Drew and 
Geri Shonka, Radha Crawley and Aaron 
Schwaller, and Maureen and John Karlstad. 
The next morning the students walked 
through the hallways with their lanterns, 
singing the songs.

The All School Potluck in November was 
graciously hosted by Kathy O’Rourke on 
behalf of the Parent Council. It was very 
well attended and helped us get to know 
one another better. We all hope there will 
be more social times like this.

The Holiday Faire was very successful 
under the skilled and creative leadership 
of Paula Grenier, Meg Hoversten, and 
Penny Lindstrom. While it takes all of us to 
make the Faire happen, the coordination 
and guidance of these fine leaders made it 
a weekend to remember for a long time! 
Thanks to all!

St. Nicholas visited the younger classes on 
December 8 and brought memorable mo-
ments for the children. Annette Conlon, 
Carole Hanlein, Sarah Kamin, and Wyatt 
and Monika Sutherland all helped.

Happy New Year Greetings to All! 
As we bring to a close a wonderfully full fall semester, I reflect on the many celebrations that bring a 
special warmth and joy to the day-to-day work in the classes. Behind these offerings there are a few 
people who take on extra duties of planning and preparation so that the rest of us can experience  
the magic of the moment. Sometimes their work goes unnoticed as they thank others, so I want to  
applaud them here.

Santa Lucia, in 
another 8th grade 
offering, visited the 
classes on Decem-
ber 12 under the 
guidance of Cath-
erine Young and 
Julee Caspars Agar. 
The beauty of light, 
aroma of beeswax 
candles, and taste 
of golden saffron 
breads fed our souls.

The Shepherds Play was directed by Bar-
bara Danner and enacted by a “traveling 
troupe of actors” (a.k.a. teachers and staff) 
as a gift to the children and community. 
Thank you, Barbara, for so graciously shar-
ing your wisdom and experience. 

The Festival of Lights was organized by 
Steve Lawless and Monika Sutherland. 
Again the weather intervened and gave us 
a snow day, but the children were nour-
ished by their sharing during their dress 
rehearsal the day before.

All these ways of celebrating and appreciat-
ing each other’s gifts help to strengthen our 
community spirit. We are reminded that 
it is important to take time to nourish the 
children and ourselves by creating these 
memorable events.

We want to thank each reader for your 
good will as well as financial gifts which are 
integral to our work of fulfilling Pleasant 
Ridge’s vision and mission. Over these past 
28 years, the celebration of this community 
has expanded far beyond our geographi-
cal boundaries, and we are blessed by that. 
If you are able to extend an offering this 
year, please use the form on the next page. 
Thank you!

		  Mary Christenson
		  Development Director

The festivals of the school year began with 
Michaelmas on September 29. Aaron 
Schmidt and the lower grade teachers cre-
ated a presentation with a new look for the 
old dragon. Darling third graders donned 
pointy red caps and poked their heads 
through the back of the dragon.

Grandparents and Special Friends Day 
was moved to October 10 this year, al-
lowing Monika Sutherland to work with 
the students to prepare a rich music-filled 
program. Sheila Sherwin and Cynthia 
Olmstead organized the lunch, invitations, 
packets and volunteers to assist. I also 
want to acknowledge the grandparents and 
special friends, who make the special effort 
to be here bright and early that day, some 
traveling halfway across the country.

Leo Klein, master teacher from the 
Netherlands, celebrated his 80th birthday 
with us at a special evening gathering that 
was organized by Anne-Marie Fryer. It was 
held in the gym, where we viewed over 25 
paintings by Leo. Anne-Marie spoke about 
her new book, Cooking for the Love of the 
World, followed by Leo speaking about the 
role of art in a child’s life. We were treated 
to music, folk dancing, and even a birthday 
cake that was aflame!

Dia de los Muertos was a very special 
event this year as Betsy Farrell created 



Lerie Alstad Van Ells
Susan & Tom Barendregt
M. Kate Barnhart &  
	 William Knox
David & Jenelle Boyer
Bill Brooke Realty
Lewis Fulton
GoodSearch
Lee Goodhart
Marjorie & Bob Horan
Vincent & Dawn Hundt
Sarah Kamin
Bud & Katie Lemley
Michael & Bernadette Link 
Richard & Mary Lofton
Dennis & Cathy Lund 
Diane & Kurt Mamroe
Russ & Arlene Maxwell
Organic Valley 
PAXAM Foundation
Aaron Schmidt &  
	 Jessica Hooper
Gregory & Diane Splinter
Dave, Erin, Sam and  
	 Daisy Varney 
Vernon County Fair
Viroqua Food Co-op
Joan & Alan Vogel
Tom & Danelle Weston

Mermorial/Honorary Gifts
In Honor of Christiane Babb & 	
	 PRWS Class of 2008
Clara & Jack Sherwin

In Memory of Jonathan R.  
	 Balkowitsch
Nancy & John Balkowitsch

In Honor of Vedarose Bernstein
Roy & Mary Lou Terwilliger

In Honor of Soren &  
	 The Daniels Family
Gail & Bob Toerpe

In Honor of Jim Hallberg
Erika & Peter Hodapp

In Memory of Kenneth Heck
Lois Heck

In Honor of Tejah Hodapp
Mike and Linda Cantrill

In Honor of Emma, Harry &  
	 Tucker Hughes
Ann Hughes
Aimee D. Larkin, M.D.

In Honor of Maureen Karlstad &  
	 Jackie Kolenko
Dave, Erin, Sam and  
	 Daisy Varney

In Honor of Barbara von  
	 Nostitz Peterson
Sven Midelfort & Petra Ressler

In Memory of Rose Siri
Peggy Abbott Pearl

In Memory of Anita Lang
David & Diane Banner

Endowment
Citizens First Bank
Vincent & Dawn Hundt

In Kind 
David & Diane Banner
Dairyland Printing
David & Marta Engel
Susan Nesbit & Jerry Mc-
George
Anne O’Connor & Joe Hart, 
Kickapoo Free Press
VMH Auxilary

We are very grateful to our donors for the gifts received 
since the last Calyx, August 2008. This list acknowledges 
gifts received from August 14, 2008 to December 11, 
2008. Thank you!

Holiday Faire Silent and Live Auction Donors
A HUGE THANK YOU FOR DONATING TO THE AUCTION

COMMUNITY  
SUPPORTERS
Marie Agren
Animal Tracks Veterinary 
Services
Diane Banner
Jennifer Banowitz
Bice Restaurant
Blue Dog Cycle
Barbara Broser
Debra Caspers
Greg Cheesebro
Chilito Lindo
Carla Christ
Michael Corr
Ellen Crow
Susan Cushing 
The Dana Hotel
Kathy Doerfer
Jane Eren
Mike Foydel

Erika Hodapp
Missy Hughes
Bill Humphrey
Kickapoo Free Press
Dan Krumenauer
Penny Lindstrom
The Parrish Family
Jim Schaller
Diane Splinter
Jen Shepard
The Sherwin Family
The Shonka Family
The Sutherland Family
The Tromp Family
The Turino Family
Jean Westerhoff

Norskedalan
Karen Reckinger
Rising Sun Animal Wellness 
Center
Second City
V MH Wellness Center
Wilson Creek Kennels

PLEASANT RIDGE  
PARENTS
Ellen Arndorfer
Amy Arnold
Susan Barendregt
Paul Bergquist
Heidi Burke
Jenny Cain
John Dehlin
Kay Fandel and Joe Rising
Paul and Paula Grenier
Tom Gullion
Carol Hemingway

The Geneva Inn
Richard & Carol Goldthwaite
Gordy’s Restaurant & Boat 
Rental
Green Home Solar
Harmony Valley
Jillian Jacquinot 
John & Maureen Karlstad
Kickapoo Coffee
Leo Klein
Jackie Kolenko
Lee Kupersmith
Jenni Larson
Kathy Learnon
Richard LaMartina
Brie Lamers
William Mapp
Sarah Mayer and Scott 
Champion
William Neil
Susan Nesbit

Receive the children in reverence; 

educate them with love;  

let them go forth in freedom.

o  Annual Giving

o  Barbara Peterson Children’s  
	 Scholarship Fund 
o  Endowment

Please accept my/our gift or pledge of:

o  $1,000

o  $500

o  $250

Please circle one:

In memory of / In honor of

Name

Address

City			 

State		     Zip

431 E. Court St., Viroqua, WI 54665

o  $100

o  $50

o  Other
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Visit us online at
pleasantridgewaldorf.org

Harvesting garlic for the school organic hot lunch program.

GRAND PRIZE 
$7,500 Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School Scrip or $5,000 cash

$20 per ticket or 3 for $50 
(winnings are subject to state/federal tax) 
All profits support Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School. 

Raffle drawing will be held at:	
	 Springtime Good Energy Celebration 
	 April 18, 2009 
	 Viroqua, Wisconsin 
	 Need not be present to win. 
License #R0009 463A-80910 

For more information, or to purchase tickets, call the school  
(608) 637-7828 or (608) 637-8504, or go to our website.

CELEBRATING LOCAL COMMUNITY!

|GOOD ENERGY RAFFLEFIFTH
ANNUAL

www.pleasantridgewaldorf.org 


