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An education for heart, hands, and head        

   

Summer Office Hours 
Our summer office hours will be Monday through 

Thursday from  

9:00 a.m. to noon starting June 6th.  The office will 

be closed in July and then open Monday through 

Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to noon again in 

August.  Have a great summer! 

- Nan Marshall, Office 

 

Calendar 
 

 

Thu May 26  2nd Grade Play – 9:30 a.m. – in the 2nd 

grade classroom 

 

Fri May 27  Last day of School – noon dismissal – 

Closing Assembly begins at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Fri May 27  End-of-Year Picnic – following the closing 

assembly on the school playground – noonish! 

 

Fri May 27  Graduation – 6:30 p.m. – in the gym 

 

 

End-Of-The-Year Picnic on the PRWS Playground 
Friday, May 27, After the Assembly  
The last day of school is coming up quickly, and with 
that comes our annual, end-of-the-year picnic.  
The picnic will be held on our school playground 
following the assembly, which ends at noon, so bring 
your picnic gear and your appetites.  
Grade 3 parents are on deck to help with this event.  
Please contact Jordan for details.   
Here's what to bring:  plates, bowls, and utensils for 
each member of your family; drinks for your family; 
food to share with everyone with a serving utensil 
(please see food assignment list below); and a dessert 
to share as well.  In addition to potluck gear, here are a 
few other things that you might want to bring:  balls, 
frisbees, other fun things to play with, and a blanket or 
chairs to sit on. 
Food assignments are by first letter of children's last 
name:   
A-H: Salads, side dishes 
I-L:  Appetizers, savory snacks   
M-Z: Main Dishes 
Everyone should bring a small dessert. 
People are always super-hungry at this picnic, so 

please make sure to bring a generous amount of 
healthy food to share!  
It is always a good idea to pack a post-assembly, pre-
picnic-starting snack for your kids to help them make it 
through the setup time. 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, Administrative Chair 

 

Closing Assembly - Friday May 27th at  
10:45 a.m. 
On Friday, we celebrate our graduates and their class 
teacher Natalie McIntire. Each class will share a 
presentation in honor of the 8th graders before they 
walk back over the Rainbow Bridge stepping to their 
future. We will also take some moments to 

acknowledge those families that are graduating with 
their child and the faculty and staff that are also 
stepping into new adventures. 
We hope you all join us and remain for the end-of-
school picnic that will be in our back yard! 
Have a safe and joy-filled summer! 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 
Administrative Chair 

 
Farewell to Families 
While the focus is on the graduating eighth grade 
students and teacher this week, we want to 
acknowledge that there are a number of parents in 
that class who also are in a sense “graduating” out of 

the school. We will miss them and want to thank them 
for the innumerable ways they have made our school 
better in bringing their talents to their class community 
as well as to the greater school community through 
their service. So, when you greet them this week, also 
join us in thanking them as they journey forward with 

their children. 
• Cassandra Canniff and Marley Keith  
• Missy and Tripp Hughes 
• Tanja Birke and Evan Blattner 
• Bernhard Kuhn 

• Catherine Young and Felix Thalhammer 
• Julie and Joel Turino 
• Beth Stephenson and Steve Walker 
• Dodie and Gino Whitaker 

- Mary Christenson, Development Director 
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Please be Considerate of our Neighbors! 
We ask that everyone be considerate of our 
neighbors by refraining from parking in front of 
their driveways.  Even if you think it will only be 
for a few moments, those are often the exact 
moment that someone needs to use their 
driveway.   
We also ask that you respect their yards and 
gardens.  Our neighbors enjoy the joy and 
exuberance exhibited by our children as they 
often pass by, but, as good neighbors 
ourselves, we ask you to respect their 
boundaries.  Thank you. 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 
Administrative Chair 

 

Music Instrument Return and  
Summer Rental 
Instruments rented from the school need to be 
returned before the end of the school year.  
Amber Knutson will be available to check in 
the instrument at drop-off and pick-up on 
Thursday, May 26 and Friday, May 27.  She will 
also have forms to fill out to sign up for the 
summer rental program.   
If you are currently renting an instrument from 
the school and would like to continue to rent it 
over the summer, you will need to fill out the 
rental paperwork before the last day of school.  
The cost is $40 for the summer.  If your 
instrument is not returned before the end of 
school, you will be charged the summer 
rental fee. 

-  The Music Team 
 

PRWS Summer Camp Program 
Hurry up!  Don’t miss our new summer camps! 
The registration deadline for all June camps is  
May 27th.  You can download a registration 
form from our website at:  

http://pleasantridgewaldorf.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/03/Summer-Camp-
2016-Registration-Form-2.pdf. Please call 
637-7828 or stop by the office if you have  
any questions.  

- Jordan Brudos, Admissions and 
Enrollment Coordinator 

 

Words of Thanks 
We wish to express our sincere thanks to the 
talented and dedicated music team which 
supported our students in their musical 
education this year in Monika Sutherland’s 
absence.  Each teacher brought so much to 
their lessons, and this is an opportunity to 
acknowledge the accomplishments and the 
gifts they offered during assemblies and 
festivals 
 
Feliciana Puig – 4th grade violin 
Monika Sutherland – 4th grade cello 
Kathy Williams – 5-6 and 7-8 chorus 
Dodie Whitaker – choral support and 
solo/ensemble competition preparation 
Joen Daelandé – 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade music 
and 7 – 8 grade speech 
Matt Shortridge – instrumental music for grades 
5, 6, 7, and 8 
 
Chris Leinberger and her library staff were 
again rock solid and excellent in keeping our 
library circulating – we are always looking for 
more volunteers if you would like to sign up for 
next year! Call the office or Chris! 
Friday Front Office Support – Miss Sue 
(Weinauer) was at the helm from September 
through April and then we were graced by 
Corina Bergan and Sofya Hundt. (The Friday 
treats have been super!) 
Rosanne Morici worked with students on 
reading and math, thanks to the generous 
arrangement between the Viroqua Area 
Schools and PRWS. 
Many, many lunch servers helped keep the 
chow line moving thanks to Therese Laurdan’s 
organization. 
Thanks to all parents who have stepped in with 
chaperone duties, costume making, 
refreshments, fundraisers, class projects, field 
trips, and snow removal and for choosing 
Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School! 
We love your children. 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 
Administrative Chair 
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Thank You to Steve Walker! 
A very big thank you to Steve Walker who is 
retiring as the parent volunteer Scrip 
Coordinator as his daughter Isabella graduates 
with the Class of 2016.   Steve has held this 
position for more than a decade and has 
been dedicated to making this program a 
success over the years by working with our 
Scrip businesses making collections, recruiting 
volunteers for selling Scrip, helping with the 
bookkeeping, recruiting new businesses, and 
working with the Development staff to help 
market the program.   We are deeply grateful 
for Steve's tireless commitment to the program 
and will miss his cheerful enthusiasm.  We're 
pleased to now have Jim Kangas training to 
take over many of Steve's duties - working with 
the businesses and assisting Erika with the 
bookkeeping - and Sofya Hundt stepping in to 
help with the marketing of the Scrip Program.    
We are looking for additional new businesses 
to join our Scrip Program, so please contact 
Cynthia at cynthia@pleasantridgewaldorf.org 
or 637-8504 vm2 if you're interested or know of 
a new business possibility.   

-  Cynthia Olmstead, Development 
Office/Scrip Committee 

 
Do You Have a Small Business?  Advertise 
in the 2016-2017 PRWS Directory  
and Handbook 
We're about to start our work on the 2016-2017 
PRWS Directory and Handbook that is 
published in September.   Cynthia will be 
sending out a renewal letter to the nearly 100 
businesses who support our yellow pages ad 
book and help fund our school.  If you've never 
advertised in our yellow pages---please think 
about an ad for 2016-2017.   The Directories go 
out to our entire school community of parents, 
faculty, and staff, including the 10-20 new 
families who join us each year.  If you're 
interested in learning more, please contact 
Cynthia via email or phone 637-8504 vm2, 
Tuesday-Thursday.   Scrip businesses qualify for 
discounted rates.   

- Cynthia Olmstead, Development Office 
 

PRWS Scrip Program Reminder 
Did you know that the Scrip program allows 
families to contribute to our school's revenue 
without any additional cost to themselves, all 
while shopping for such basic necessities as 
groceries and gas? Numerous businesses in 
Viroqua and throughout the area, including 
DeLap Tire and Service Center, Nelson's Agri-
Center, and Kwik Trip, donate 5% of the 
revenue on every Scrip dollar spent there to 
PRWS. You can also participate in the Scrip 
program at the Village Market by simply 
mentioning at the checkout that you would 
like your purchase amount to go towards 
Pleasant Ridge. The complete list of sponsoring 
businesses can be found on our website 
at http://pleasantridgewaldorf.org/support/scri
p-program. Please consider stopping by the 
office or Parrish Music on Main Street to pick up 
your Scrip and/or Kwik Trip gas card and enjoy 
the satisfaction of supporting both the school 
and locally-owned businesses. Thank you very 
much for your effort! 

-  Scrip Committee 
 

Tool Donations Needed 
The Facilities Committee is looking for 
donations of the following items for our school 
tool shed (to be used during All-School Work 
Days as well as year-round maintenance 
efforts): 
 

• Ice scraper 
• Sidewalk edger 
• Large and small brooms 
• Large metal dust pan 
• Large tarp 
• 2-2.5 gallon gas can 
• Large funnel for pouring gas 
• Small funnel for pouring oil 
• Socket set or wrench set (standard 

 and metric preferred) 
• Bicycle pump 
• Plastic leaf rakes 

 
If you have any of the above to donate, 
please email hundt@frontiernet.net or call 632-
6420.  Many thanks. 

- Sofya Hundt, Facilities Committee 
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Tuition Reminder 
Parents with outstanding balances for the 
2015-2016 school year will be receiving 
statements by June 1st.  Please note that all 
accounts must be paid in full by June 30th.   
Tuition payments for the 2016-2017 school year 
begin on July 1st.  Copies of the 2016-2017 
tuition agreements will be put in mailboxes if 
you’ve not already picked yours up.  Thank 
you to all parents who paid their tuition 
faithfully and on time this school year!  Have a 
lovely summer. 

-  Erika Broser, Business Manager 

 
Lawn Mowers Still Needed! 
Many thanks to everyone who took a spot on 
our lawn-mowing sign-up sheet for this summer. 
We can't begin to tell you how much we 
appreciate this important service! We have 
almost reached our goal, with only 6 more slots 
remaining to be filled. Please find the lawn-
mowing sign-up sheet hanging on the bulletin 
board across from the main office.  Perhaps 
you'd consider signing up before or after our 
closing assembly/school picnic. If you would 
like to help out but are unable to make it over 
to the school during work hours, just call 632-
6420 or email hundt@frontiernet.net and we 
will find you a spot on our schedule!  

- Sofya Hundt, Facilities Committee 
 

Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School will be 
at the Farmer’s Market  
June 11, July 9, August 13, September 10,  
and October 8 
The 2nd Saturday of each month is set for 
PRWS to provide coffee to farmer’s market 
patrons.  A sign-up sheet is located on the 
bulletin board across from the office. 
This is an excellent opportunity to be of service 
to our neighbors and friends in the Driftless. 
We hope to have a good rotation of 
volunteers this year, schedule students to help 
out, spread the word about our school, and 
invite people to check us out. If you’d like to 
help us, please contact Jordan Brudos at  
608-637-7828. 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 

Administrative Chair 

Thanks for the Honoring Celebration this 
Past Friday, May 20th  
Thank you to our speakers, Julee Caspers Agar, 
Ximena Puig, and Julia Ugo, for presenting our 
Rosemary Kindergarten colleagues with such 
heartfelt gratitude. The music and eurythmy 
was truly a gift for all who witnessed the event. 
Bob Allan was on hand to take some photos, 
which will be uploaded to the Parent Portal on 
the website soon.  In the meantime, here is a 
lovely picture of our three Rosemaries – 
blessings and light along your path. 
 

 
Amanda Rubasch, Anne-Marie Fryer, and Heidi Burke 

 
- Marianne Fieber-Dhara, 

Administrative Chair 
 

Employment Opportunities  
Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School is looking to fill 
the position of Aftercare Program Director for 
the coming school year: 
Job description is available on our website and 
may be subject to change. 
Please Send Applications and letters of  
interest to: 
 
Open Positions 
Personnel Committee 
Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School 
431 E. Court Street 
Viroqua, WI  54665 
Or admin@pleasantridgewaldorf.org 

- Marianne Fieber-Dhara,  
Administrative Chair 
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Lost and Found 
The Lost and Found items will be spread out in 
the gym after the final assembly for everyone 
to take a last look through.  If it’s yours, take it 
home!  Unclaimed items will be donated to the 
PRWS Second Time Around account. 

- Nan Marshall, Office 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
Thoreau College is excited to announce its first 
residential program and welcome you for three 
weeks this summer, from July 18 - August 5, 2016.  A 

remarkable group of presenters with a diverse array 
of professional and personal backgrounds will join 
prospective students, faculty, and supporters for an 
in-depth exploration of what a new model of liberal 
arts education for the whole human being might 
look like.  For information, please check out the 

web site: http://www.thoreaucollege.org.  See 
attached brochure at the end of the Lunchbox 
Express. 
 
Want to be a host family for a foreign student? 
Youth Initiative High School’s foreign exchange 

program is searching for new host families like 
YOU. Past boarding students have come from other 
parts of the US and from Mexico, Russia, South 
Korea, Denmark, Germany, Japan, Rwanda, 
Pakistan, and more. Benefits include an 

international cultural education for your family, 
lasting relationships, and a monthly stipend for room 
and board for the duration of the stay (semester or 
full academic year). Contact Bean Voz at 608-637-
6445 or bean@yihs.net. 
 

Tacos con Carnie – The Food for Thought Taco Truck 
will be serving tacos at The Ark on Thursday, May 
26th, as a fundraiser for YIHS.  There will be an aerial 
silks event that evening with Francia and other silks 
artists performing.  We will be serving tacos from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. before and after the event.  

Menu:  braised beef tacos, pulled pork tacos, and 
sautéed veggie tacos.  Drinks:  Cherry bomb and 
Ginger Brew Wisco Pop, San Pellegrino, and 
Mexican Coke. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hello, I am offering help this summer 
watching/babysitting your child(ren)! I can spend 
time with them reading, riding bikes, playing cards 
or board games, taking walks, going to the pool, 
drawing or doing art projects, or whatever they 
want to do. I am in seventh grade (soon to be 8th!) 

at Pleasant Ridge, and you can contact me 
through my mom, Cori Skolaski, at 
cskolaski@gmail.com or call 608-606-1810. I have 
experience and can provide references. I look 
forward to making friends with your kids! Thanks!  -
Rowan Heath 

 
For rent or for sale: 3-4 bedroom house less than 2 
blocks from PRWS. South facing decks and 
backyard with native plants, raspberries, currants, 
and garden space. Rent is $700, or $725 with 
garage. Sale or rent-to-own possible. Available 

on/around July 1.  Email bernstang@gmail.com or 
call/text 608-606-2086 for details. 
 
LUNCHBOX EXPRESS COMMUNITY NEWS POLICY 
The Lunchbox Express Community News section is provided as a 
service to the school community. Printing of an ad does not 
imply endorsement by Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School. 
How to Place an Ad: 
1. Limit your ad to 70 words. We do not edit. We will not print ads 
over 70 words. If you must have a long ad, make a note & give it 
to the office staff to place on the bulletin board. 
2. Ads will be printed only once. 
3. Put your ad in the folder in the LBE’s mailbox in the Office 
marked “Lunchbox Community News” OR e-mail ad to 
info@pleasantridgewaldorf.org with “Community News” in the 
subject line. 
4. Deadline is Tuesdays at 8:30am. There may be occasions, due 
to unforeseen circumstances or space restrictions, that the 
Community section will not be printed. Thank you. 
 
 


